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THE BREVET CLUB (CANTERBURY) Inc
CANTERBURY’S CLUB FOR AIRCREW

C/- AIRFORCE MUSEUM OF NEW ZEALAND, PRIVATE BAG 4739, CHRISTCHURCH 8042
March 2023 NEWSLETTER
COMMITTEE
            President:			Kevin Jones 			0274 717565
            Vice President:			Graeme Thomson		021 633 181
            Secretary:			Graeme Thomson		021 633 181
            Treasurer:			Peter Foster			0275566893
                        
                      Graham Bethell (03) 318 1929                                                 John Lay 3410418           
                      Kenn Cox   021543459        Mark Wilson  3650277            Keith Jolly       351 3399                 
Honorary Padre:  The Very Reverend Michael H Brown 377 7275
CLUB PROGRAMME   to June  2023
Tuesday	14 March       2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330
Tuesday	28 March       2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330
Tuesday	11 April          2023     	Committee Meeting				1200	
Tuesday	11 April         2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330
Wednesday	19 April          2023	Club Luncheon		   Double Tree		1200 for 1230	
Tuesday	25 April         2023	ANZAC Day  Commemoration			1200
Tuesday	25 April         2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330
Tuesday	 9   May	          2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330
Tuesday	23  May          2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330

Tuesday	  6  June          2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330





Wednesday	14  June          2023	Club Luncheon		   Venue TBA		1200 for 1230	

Tuesday	20  June          2023   	AGM			   Theatrette 		1300

Tuesday	20  June          2023	Club Social Afternoon      Club Lounge		1330


From the Flight Deck – March 2023

Greetings Members & Ladies.
It is hard to believe how much of 2023 is already behind us.   So far it has been smooth flying and thankfully, we have avoided the aftermath of the disasters which have struck the North Island.   My thoughts are with them.
In my last introduction, I mentioned that we were trying to attract new members.   We have had some success, but there is a long way to go.   I don’t know the answers but unless we can encourage eligible people to join us, the future of our Club is limited.   I have also been stressing since I first became President in 2011 that our Club will only be as good as each of us makes it.   That means that if we want the Club to continue we need to participate in the activities on offer.   It can be quite enjoyable!
Our new website is up and available and more will be added over time.   My thanks go to Graeme and Keith for their dedication and efforts on our behalf.  (Just type: brevetclub.org.nz in to your search engine for access for all sorts of goodies.  Phone for online assistance! Ed)
Sadly, in February we lost two of our World War II Veterans:
Derek Morten served with the Fleet Air Arm and flew the Corsair.   He was involved in the Naval operations against the Tirpitz in July 1944 and then in the final ‘push’ against Japan.   On 10 August 1945 he was shot down, ditched in the Sea of Japan very close to a minefield, was rescued by an American submarine and returned to Australia.   He was decorated with the Distinguished Service Cross and was Mentioned in Despatches.   He was 101.
Rendall Marwick was 102.   He flew B24 Liberators in India and completed 30 operations against the Japanese in 1944.   His longest flight was 18 ½ hours to drop mines in Penang Harbour.
We will miss them both
Our planned programme for the next few months is included with this newsletter.   You will note that sometimes we need to change the plan.   One of these times is for our next lunch which will now be held at the Garden Court Brasserie at the Chateau on the Park on Wednesday 19 April at 1200 for 1230.   This will be the first time since Covid lockdown that we will be back there.   It is still as good as ever so we look forward to a good turnout.   By changing the date we avoid a conflict with our next Committee meeting.
ANZAC Day will be commemorated at the Air Force Museum on 25 April at 1200.   We will have our usual social gathering in the afternoon.
Keep smiling and stay well.
Kevin J
President.


REMINDER:
Lunch Wednesday 19 April 1200 for 1230 at Double Tree.  Please advise Kevin or Diann by Friday 14th April.  $20pp attending.









The World’s First Jet Engine Came From Romania

Few people know that the first jet engine was built by Romanian engineer and aviation pioneer Henri Coandă. This engine was very different from modern designs.
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Caption: The Coanda-1910 experimental aircraft on display at the Second International Aeronautical Exhibition at the Grand Palais in Paris, October 1910. The aircraft was designed by Romanian inventor Henri Coanda (1886 - 1972) and was most notable for its means of propulsion, whereby a conventional Clerget engine drove a turbine rather than a propeller. Photo by Jacques Boyer / Roger Viollet via Getty Images

It is believed that the first modern jet engine was patented in 1930 by the F. Whittle, and the first jet-powered aircraft was the German Heinkel He-178, which first took to the skies in 1937. Jet engines work on the principle of recoiling gases. What these gases are and how they are obtained and compressed is a secondary question. 
Henri Coandă: Romanian Heinkel
Using this definition, we can posit that the very first jet engine powered by steam was constructed in the first century by Heron of Alexandria. Rocket engines were invented in China and have been in use since the 12th century. But we are interested in the very first modern jet engine, based on mechanics and fuel combustion, with enough power for practical use in aviation. It was neither F. Whittle nor E. Heinkel. The first to build something that worked and gave reasonable thrust was Henri Marie Jean Gustave Coandă.
The Romanian aviation pioneer started working on a new type of propulsion shortly after the first human flight in history – in 1910. Coanda built the Coanda 1910 biplane, which was powered by a revolutionary engine known today as the MotorJet (In the following years, similar designs were developed independently by Frenchman O. Morize in 1917 and later by Englishman J.H. Harris, who patented the name MotorJet).
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Caption: Monochrome photograph of a snow sleigh or ice sled powered by an engine designed by Henri Coandă. Photo: Public domain via Wikimedia Commons; Dr Henri Marie Jean Gustav Coanda, circa 1971. Photo: The Royal Aeronautical Society / Mary Evans Picture Library / East News.
It was a hybrid of a jet engine and a piston engine. The piston engine drove a compressor turbine, which in turn compressed the gases from the burning fuel injected into the combustion chamber. Whether Coandă’s plane ever took flight is uncertain, though it is most likely that it crashed during its first attempt.An engine with international appeal.   However, the engine showed enough promise that it continued to be developed. Enough promise that in 1940, Nazi Germany ordered Henri Coandă to build a sleigh powered by his engine. The Italians then built the Caproni Campini aircraft, which made several successful flights with an engine based on Coandă’s idea. The Russians ran trials with a mixed-powered I-250 fighter (a piston engine powered by both a propeller and a compressor turbine), and the Japanese built the Tsu-11 engine for special Kamikaze aircraft.
In the end, the engine pioneered by Coandă proved to be a dead-end in the development of jet technology. The main issue was insufficient power, which was limited by the piston engine driving the system and the high weight of the kit. Due to the emergence and greater availability of engines based on a compressor driven by the gases ejected by the engine itself, the work on hybrid engines died a natural death.
This does not change the fact that Henri Coandă made an important, although often overlooked, contribution to the development of aviation. The Coandă Effect (the adhesion of liquids) he discovered during his work on the jet engine is still used today in aviation, automotive, and other sectors.
Footnote:   Take note of the pilot and sleigh drivers position relating to exhaust gas flow.
Helo pilots will be aware of the Coanda effect in the Hughes NOTAR design

[image: ]

Keith Jolly, Editor
                                 The Price of Freedom is Eternal Vigilance
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